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My dear real Doctor: June 27, 2021

The picnic is over. The day was reasonable but hot, yet not so hot as it had been. We
expected fifty and one hundred and fifty came. We furnished the “drinks.” Miss Hay insists that
she poured 500 cups of coffee which allows three or four apiece. They emptied cooler after
cooler of ice water and later we served a modern lemonade which has all sorts of legal things in
it, and it disappeared like dew before the morning sun. They were a thirsty lot.

While Miss Hay looked after the aged and infirm | escorted about a hundred through the
woods along the paths of the memorial trees. | told your story of Esther Morris and we
dedicated a tree to her. We made speeches on the porch — I in my cap, gown and your hood.
Some of the guests served as dish wipers and although we only had cups and glasses it kept
quite a force going at a lively rate. When the last disappeared, we were tired but happy. Thus
ended the display of our hood. I'll keep it a bit longer, to see whether I’'m expected to show off
any more.

We got in some extra men and gave the garden such a weeding as it had never had. The
city folks suppose that is the way a garden looks all the time. We have had such a mutual strain
to describe which spot in the garden we mean, that we have now named them. The main
garden is Wyoming, the first terrace is Colorado, the third is Utah and the fourth Idaho.

John doesn’t understand all our crazy notions. He took our two new girls to the woods
not long ago to see “dead lady in the tree; Miss Catt said so” which is Portuguese for a
Memorial tree.

That throat of mine was still a bit sore when | arrived at Ames, but | got through my
speech after a fashion and after a day or so at home, | announced myself quite recovered. | am
behaving very well. | am going nowhere all summer, not even to town often. | hope to be
sufficiently recuperated by November to be of some use. | received the check from Dr.
Hamilton and returned receipt together with my personal check for the same amount to be
used to help some struggling young Wyomingite. It was a joy to be there and the memory will
always be a happy one.

Lovingly Yours,
Carrie Chapman Catt



